U.S. Extradition Request 
Expected to Face Hurdles 


SANTIAGO, Chile (/VP) — While 
the Foreign Ministry was presented 
with a U.S. diplomatic note yesterday 
asking the arrest of Chile’s former se- 
curity police chief and tow other 
agents on murder charges, expert ob- 
serrvers felt chances are slight that 
the men will he extraadicted as re- 
quested. 

They believe it possible, however, 
that a trial will be held here for re- 
tired Brig. Gen. Juan Manuel Contr- 
eras Sepulveda, Col. Pedro Espinosa 
Bravo and Capt. Armando Fernandez 
Larios. 

Informed Sources said For- j 
eign Minister Hernan Cubillos re- 
ceived the U.S. note from Charles 
Grover, deputy chief of mission. Am- 
bassador George Landau is traveling 
outside Santiago. 

The Chileans were Included for mu 
der yesterday by a Washington grand 
jury in connection with the 1976 bomb 
killings there of exiled Chilean Social- 
ist Orlando Leteller and an American 
co-worker. 

The 1902 extradition treaty between 
Chile and the United States provides 
that each country will deliver persons 
charged with crimes n the other coun- 
try, but it says neighter country is 
bound to hand over its own citizens. 

Under a later Pan American Con- 
vention of 1933, Chile obligated itself 
to try its own citizens if it does not 
extradite them and if the only reason 
for not extraditing is that they are 
Chilean citizens. 

The government of President Au- 
gust© Pinochet ignored requests by 
The Assocated Press during the past 
month for the chance to discuss Chi- 
lean extradition customs and proce- 
dures with a court or government ex- 
pert 

Other sources said the procedure 


would be somewhat like this: after ar- 
rest, the extradition request will make 
its way to the Chilean supreme 
court, which is then responsible for 
conduting hearings to determine the 
validity in Chilean jurisprudence of 
evidence made available by the 
United States. 

If the court finds validity in the 
charges, then Contreras, espinosa and 
Fernandez must either be extradited 
for trial in the United States or be 
brought to trial here. A Chilean Inves- 
tigation U already underway. 

Apparently no special treatment is 
acccorded military officers under the 
two extradition agreements. 

It is understood that Chile gener- 
ally chooses not to extradite its own 
citizens, but diplomatic sources said 
they believe it was done in ’at least 
one previous case. 

A membsr of the four-man ruling 
military junta other than Pinochet re- 
cently told a journalist he felt certain 
Chile would not hand Contreras over 
to the United States. 

A diplomatic source said the only 
reason he could see why Chile might 
agree to extradition was that the rest 
of the world would not believe the 
three were getting an unbiased trial 
here. 

The Chilean court system has by 
tradition been independent and re- 
spected. The Junta has no decrees lim- 
iting the counrt’s independence as 
such, but anti-government lawyers 
claim the court is practicing a form of 
self-restriction. 

The supreme court, for example, 
was hesitant to investigate accusatons 
against the Contreras-run DINA. A 
former court president has com- 
plained that dina agents blocked 
whatever attempts were made to In- 
vestigate. 




